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in this Part of his moſt divine Sermon u 


them, — 9 the Objects thereof; and they 


5 ns themſel ves in a 3 Hatred and De- 


teſtation 


AS SIZE- SERMON 


T was hs Deſign « of our * bleſſed Saviour, 


@. the Mount, not only to reſcue the great Duty ; 
of Charity from the corrupt Interpretations of 

the Phariſees, but allo to improve, and exalt 

it, far above the Inſtitutions of Moſes. The 

d Phariſees had reſtrained the Exerciſe of this 
PDuty to their familiar Friends and Acquain- 

tances, and excluded their Enemies, even all 
thoſe whom they had any Difference with, or 
whom they ſuppoſed to have any Ill-Will againſt 
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„ An ASSIZE-SERMON 


teſtation againſt thoſe, who were openly and 
profeſſedly Adverſaries to them. But according 
to the excellent Morality of the Goſpel, which 


our bleſſed Lord in this Chapter delivers to 
his Diſciples, the very firſt Seeds of Animoſity 


and Variance are to be eradicated and ſubdued, 
and an univerſal Beneyolence and Love to Re : 
planted in their ſtead: * Je have heard, ſays 


He, that it hath been ſaid;'Thou ſhalt love 
5 thy Neighbour, and hate thine Enemy : But 


J ſay unto you, Love pour Enemits, bleſs them 


that curſe you, do Good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which deſpitefully u (4 you, 
and perſecute jou. And becauſe the Law of 
Retaliation, which Moſes | had allowed to the 
Iſtaelites, upon the account of the Hardneſs 
of their Hearts, was ſcarce reeoneilable with | 
ſuch a refin'd. Principle of Charity, but was 
commonly too great an Incentive to a Spirit 8 
Revenge; he has ſtrictly prohibited us, in caffe 
of any Injury offered to us, whether in reſpett 
of our Perſons, our Reputations, or our Pro- 
perties, to requite the Aggreſſor with the like 
injurious Treatment. As to the firſt, which re. 
lates to our Perſons, + Te have heard, ſays He, 
that it. hath been ſaid, An Eye for an Eye, 
4 Tooth for a Tooth: But 77 
that ye refit not Evil ; That is, that ye return 
not Evil for Evil, neither by way of private 
Revenge, nor yet by defiring the Magiftrate, 
for the Gratification of your own Malice, to in- 
fliet the like Pains upon him who hath Yio- 


* watth v. 43, 44. 25 + vun. v. 38. 39. PT 
r 5 


fay unto you, ws 


 Preathed at WINCHESTER. 3 
lently aſſaulted you. As to the ſecond, which 
relates to Indignities and Affronts, by which 
our Reputations may poſhbly ſuffer, according 
to the Punctilio's of Honour falſly /o called, 
Whoſoever ſpall contemptuouſly ſpite us on 
the right Cheek, we are enjoined, rather than 
redreſs our ſelves by the like inſolent Ulage 
towards him, to turn to him the other alſo *. 
As to the zhird, namely, an Invaſion of our 
Rights, Poſſeſſions, or Properties, I any Man, 
ſays He, will ſue "thee at the Law, and take 
away thy Coat, let him have thy Cloke alſo; 
That is, If any one, by a fraudulent Abuſe of 
the Law, ſhall deprive thee of what is thy own, 
be content to endure, a ſtill further Loſs, ra- 
ther than attempt to recover the former by Ms 
like Artifices and Frauds. 5 
But ſince the Words of my Text may poſ- 
ſibly be, and have ſometimes in reality been, 
= miſunderſtood, as if they prohibited all Re- 
courſe to the Civil Magiſtrate, for alſerting or 
defending our reſpective Properties; it will not, 
I hope, be altogether unſuitable to the Occa- 
ſion of this Solemnity, if, in diſcourſing _ 
eur 1 endeavour to dne, 


Fa That Chriſtians are not abſolutely forbid- | . 5 
den, in Vindication of their Properties, to have 2 
recourſe to publick Judicatures. 


Il. How far ſuch a Vindication of their . E 
penies ls allowable Set them... 7 And, of 
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III. In what particular reſpects it is, accor- 
ding to the Principles of their holy — 


diſallowable and ſinful. 


Firſt then, 1 am to kw, That Chriſtians 


are not abſolutely” forbidden, in Vindication of 
their Properties, to have Recourſe to 2 + 
Judicatures. 


Severe would be the Diſpenſation o the 3 


; Goſpel, and grievous the Yoke of Chriſtianity, 
were the Injunction in the Text to be ſtrictly, 
and literally underſtood; were no Appeals to 
be made to the Civil Powers, when our tem- 
poral Rights and Poſſeſſions are treacheroufly 
invaded, or unjuſtly detained from us. This 
vwould be to overturn all Property amongſt Men, 
and to throw the World into infinite and in- 
tolerable Diſorders. For it is not to be ex. 
pected, in this lapſed Condition of our Nature, 
that every one ſhould be equally diſpoſed to 
the Obſervance of Juſtice and Integrity; that 
the Righteous ſhould always live ſecurely and 
unmoleſtedly, in the Enjoyment of the Bleſ- 
| fings which God hath afforded them for the 
Suſtenance and Convenience of Life; or that 
the Wicked ſhould entirely ceaſe from diſturb- 
ing the Harmony of Society, without a more 
forcible Motive than a Principle of Conſcience, 
do reſtrain them from doing Wrong. Were they 
| ſuffered to purſue their ambitious Deſigns un- 
| controuledly, were their deceitful Arts of heap» 
ing up Riches to meet with no Animadyerſions 
in This World, it is but too viſible, that the Ap- 
 prehenſions of the ſtrict Account which they 


muſt 
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muſt give of their Behaviour in the Next, would 


have but little Influence over them. They 


would ſoon proceed, from the coyer'd and in- 
ſidious Machinations of Injuſtice, to more open 
and barefac'd Acts of Oppreſſion; and from 
keeping back by Fraud the Hire of the La- 
bourers, which have reaped down their Fields*, 

they would preſently become bold enough to 
remove Land-marks, and violently to take a- 


| way Flocks, and feed thereof +. 


And therefore Magiſtracy is abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary, to ſecure to us our Properties, as well 

as to protect our Perſons. Without ſuch a 
Defence, without the Aſſiſtance of Legiſlators 
to guard and circumſcribe our ſeveral Poſſeſ- 

ſions, and without a due Execution of the Laws 

againſt the Invaders of them, this World would 

be no better than a Wilderneſs of ſavage Beaſts, 


and Life itſelf would to Good Men be a con- 


10 particularly for theſe, that Government was : 
inſtituted by God himſelf, who is the Author 


finual Burthen,. 


It was therefore, 0 for ater acai 8 ; 


of Peace, and not of Confuſion, in all hu- 
man Societies, as well as in all Churches o, 
the Saints t; who i is the original Fountain of 


a4ll Rule, and of all Authority and Power. 


As the Lord appointed Moſes to be the Go- 
vernour and Conductor of his People Iſrael, ſo 
He delegated a conſiderable Part of his Office 


to ſubordinate Judges and Magiſtrates, whom : 


Funes v 4. l xiv. 3 Fr cer. xiv. 33. 


be 
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6 An ASSTZE-SERMON © 
* he charged, ſaying, Hear the Cauſes be- 
tween your Brethren, and judge righteouſly be- 
tween every Man and his Brother, and the 
Stranger that is with him; And at the ſame 
time he aſſured them, that the Judgement which 
1 they ſhould pronounce, was God's 
And left we ſhould think, that it was unlaw- 
ful, under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, thus to 


5 5 appeal to the Magiſtrate, in Matters of Con- 


troverſy between Man and Man; St. Paul de- 
dclares, that He is the Miniſter of God for 
Good+; That is, for the Benefit and Advan- 
tage, not only of private Perſons, but of So- 
ciety in general; to the Peace and Profj perity of 
which, the ſecuring to bart & Man his Property 
. doth greatly conduſee. 
And thus all Magi tracy, even chat amongſt 
the Heathens, muſt be acknowledged to have 


been the Ordinance of God, and the Effect of : 


his governing Providence; ſince, even after the 


Promulgation of the Goſpel, the ſame Apoſtle 


tells the Romans, that the Powers that be, 
or the Powers which were then in Being amongſt 
them, were ordained of God t. They were 
ordained, that by all proper Methods of diftri- | 
buting Juſtice nd Equity, they might preſerve _ 


due Order in the World, and promote the Wel- 


fare of Communities. And therefore, when that 


Older is perverted, when an Invaſion is made 


upon Mens temporal Rights, or an Encroach- 
$2 ment upon the En. of ps Perſons, „ 


= Deut. i. 36 17. 5 Rom. xiii. + Row, X111. i 


who : 


_ / 6 PP 
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who are the conſtituent Parts of thoſe Commu- 
nities; what was ſaid with reſpeC to the Injury, 
which St. Paul was ſuppoſed to have done to 
the Occupation of Demetrius and his Craftſ- 
men, may, in general, be applied to all Con- 


troverſies concerning Mens Properties, I they 
have a Matter againſt any Man, the Law is 


| open ; let them implead one another *. 


And that thus to redreſs the Wrong which 
wee ſhall ſuſtain in our Goods or Poſſeſſions, by 
aſſerting them according to the Methods of Ci- 
vil Judicatures, is not to derogate from the pure 
Inſtitutions of Chri/tianity, will further appear, 
if we reflect, that the great Author and Fi- 
niſber of it made no Alteration in temporal Go- 
vernments and States, nor preſcrib'd any Rules 
to Princes and Magiſtrates for the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Political Affairs; that his Kingdom was 
of a Spiritual Nature, and did not at all interfere 
with the Secular Powers; ; that he taught the 
Nation of the Fews, that they muſt render un- 
10 Ceſar the Things which were Caeſars f, 
and conſequently, that as, on the one hand, 
they owed Obedience to him, ſo, on the other, 5 
dat in all the Grievances and Oppreſſions 
brought upon them by their Fellow- Subjects, 
they might JEny 1 claim to unn. from ; 


him. 


The Words then i in thi Te ext are not to be 
underſtood in an abſolute, but only in a com- 
parative Senſe; as implying, that, in the Caſe | 


us 22 xix. 36. I Marth, xii, 21, 


of 


1 8 An ASSIZE- SERMON. 
1 of judicial Proceedings, we muſt patiently ſab: 
mit to the Greateſt Imjuſtice, nay, and to re- 
_ peated Inſtances of it, (which by the Corrup- 
tion or Perverſion of the Law we may poſ- 
ſibly ſuſtain,) rather than, by way of Retalia. 5 
tion, offer the Leaſt ; that we muſt reſignedly 
quit the common Neceſſaries of Life, ſuch as is 


: | the Raiment wherewith we are clothed, ſhould 
ꝛi»„ ff ̃—ͤl Sn perura:7 eſtimony, + 

s partial Verdict, be required of us; rather than 

//j/;ö˙ 0 redeem it by the like Methods 

| of Iniquity, or, by any other wrongful Proſe- 

ö H&E 8 cution of the Aggreſſor, to redreſs the Wrongs 

125 | 3 he has done us. 

= Very vain thereſore were e the Notions of thoſe 
_ a=. wild Enthuſiaſts, the Anabaptiſts, who, at 

_— | their firſt Riſe, would have pretended to exalt 

© the Kingdom of Chriſt, by making the Courts 

© of human Judicature, for deciding the Differen- 

c“e—ess between Chriſtians, to be not only needleſs, 


but incompatible with the Covenant of Grace 
and Peace; asif under the Influences of ſo pure 
— Religion, they were not to claim any diſtin 
Properties, but were undiſturbedly to 3 the - 
good Things of this World in common! as if 
the original Corruption of Man's Nature were, : 
under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, ſo entirely pu- 
A rified and . that there was no further 
| Occaſion for the Inſtitution of Magiſtracy, to 
"= treeſtrain the oppreſſive Encroachments of any 


Euil- Doers, or to and . the 
that do well®. „ 8 


* 1 Pet, ii. 14. 
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Preached at WINCHESTER. 9 
But here it may likewiſe be objected, in Op- 
poſition to the Allowableneſs of Law-Suits a- 
mongſt CHriſtians, that St. Paul ſeems Abſolutely 
and Univerſally to condemn them, when he 
thus addreſſes himſelf to his Corinthian Con- 
verts: There is utterly a Fault amongſt you, 
becauſe ye go to Law one with another: Why 
do ye not rather take Wrong ? why do e not 
rather ſuffer '- pp to be defrauded * 2. 
To which I anſwer, 1. That the Diſputes a- 
mongſt thoſe 8 Believers, related only 
to ſmall and inconſiderable Matters, ſuch as 
might eaſily have been accommodated by an 
Arbitration amongſt themſelves; as appears 
from what he ſays at the third Verſe of that 
Chapter, Are Te unworthy to judge of the 
 Fmalleſt Matters? 2. That, as he likewiſe 


_ Intimates in the firſt and f xth Verſes, it gave 


too great a Scandal to the Chriſtian Religion, 


| to bring ſuch trivial Cauſes before the Judica- 


| tories of Unbelzevers. z. That in Greater, and 
more Important Concerns, he thought it to be 

no Prejudice to the Purity of the Goſpel, =he- - 
| himſelf appealed unto Ceſar f. And therefore, 
that notwithſtanding this Objection, what the 
fame Apoſtle ſays of the Levitical Law, is 
applicable to all legal Proceedings, Ye = 


that the Law 16 * Fa Man We: a lau 5 
: fully b. 


ce. vi. 2. A4 . 11. + 1 fir i. 8. 
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And therefore I come now to conſider, 
II. How far ſuch Proceedings, in Vindica- 


tion of their Properties, are allowable amongſt 
Chriſtians. 


The original Foundation, as of all human 


Laws, fo of all Appeals to thoſe Laws, ſhould 
be Juſtice. We ſhould firſt not only confider 3 
_ duly within ourſelves, but alſo take prudent | 
Advice, whether the Cauſe we engage in is per- 
fectly agreeable to the Principles of uncorrupted 
Reaſon, and conſiſtent with the equitable Rules 
of our holy Religion, before we have recourſe 
to the Seats of Judgement ; whether it be to 
recover what we ſuppoſe to belong to us, or 
to defend what we are already poſſeſſed of: 
That ſo in this, as well as in all other Actions 
of Life, we may imitate the upright Example 
e 8 Paul, who, as he ſays in his Vindication 
of himſelf before Felix the Governour, herein 
exerciſed himſelf, to have always a Conſcience 5 
1 * — foward God, and Twas 5 
Men 


And yet ſurely it cannot be deem'd a vio- 


lation of that Duty towards God, nor give any 
juſt and reaſonable Offence to conſiderate Men, 
if even in dubjous Matters, upon a ſtrong Pre- | 
ſumption of the Righteouſneſs of our Cauſe, 
we — to publick Lribungls, when it is im- 


Adi a. 16. . | 
poſſible, ; 
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poſſible, in a more private Manner, by an ami- 
cable Reference, to diſcover the latent Truth; 

when an Oath for the Confirmation of what 
is preſumed, is neceſſary to put an End to all 
Serife * ; and when a Reverence for that Oath, 


and the Solemnity of a Court of Judicature, 
may probably extort from men that conſcien- 


tions Teſtimony, which otherwiſe they would 


at leaſt be e at — afr _ "OW 2 


But ſtill, as Jaſßice, or at leaſt apparent Ju- 

1 muſt in All ſuch Proceedings be the Foun- 
dation, ſo Peaceableneſs and Charity mult be 
the Superſtrutures. As it is one great End of 
the Judicial Authority, by aſſigning to every 


one his own to preſerve the Harmony and Peace 


of Society; ſo that Authority ſhould be re- 
curr d to as a proper Means to extinguiſh, and 

not to inflame, Mens Differences and Debates 
And the Chri/tian Religion obliges us, under 
all the Infringements of our Rights, or Inva=- 
ſions of our Properties, tho we are allowed to 
apply ourſelves to the Civil Magiſtrate for Re= 


dreſs, yet {till to follow Peace with all Men r; 


and whatever Proyocations we may meet with 


from an injurious Adverſary, ſtill to have a 


charitable Diſpoſition towards his Perſon, how 


Jaftly. ſoever we may deteſt his Practices. 


It is further to be obſerved, that in all judi- 
cial cas, the Matter in — ſhould be = 


* Heb. vi. 16. 4. Heb. xii. 14 
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12 An ASSIZE-SERMON 
ſomething of great Moment and Importance to 
us. For what Manner of Spirit muſt He be 
of, (ſurely he has nothing of the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, or of the Temper which the Go- 
ſpel requires,) who, upon every trifling Occa- 
| hon, will preſently involve his Neighbour and 
Himſelf in a hazardous and vexatious Suit? 
who obſtinately inſiſts upon a legal Satisfaction 
for ſuch inconſiderable Wrongs, as, according 
to the Precepts of the Religion which he would 
| ſeem to profeſs, he was ſtrictly obliged to paſs 
by? or which, in purſuance of the Dictates of 
common Humanity, might have been eaſily 
adjuſted betwixt Themſelves? And therefore 
it is to ſuch /efer Grievances, that the Words 


: 0 my Text, as well as thoſe of St. Paul to 


the Corinthians before-mentioned*, : are * N 
Expoſitors generally referr d. 5 
And yet here it is to be 1 chat even 
thoſe /e/ſer Grievances may, with regard to the 
infinite Diverſity of Mens Conditions and Cir- 


cumſtances, be very different from what upon 


a a tranſient View they may appear; and that 
what was ſmall in itſelf, may in its Conſe- 
quences be of much greater Importance. It 
would be but a very tolerable Damage to Him, 
who, whenever he pleaſes, may deck himſelf 
with Variety of Purple and fine Linnen, and 
Fare ſumptuouſly and delicately, to have a Coat 
ora Cloak n from him, thro' the Want; 


2 cor. vi. 7: 


- "of 


1 
i 
9 G 
* 
— —— — — — — I „ X ö — — . — 
N E 
x » a Fm * A 7 F 
- a # 385% 
cr. . 37 s 
. 5 | 
bo kb . 
** 4 9 þ 
5 * 4 . K " 4 
} 7 . SIE Ys . ; % 8-3. 4 a. P 
G2 & x , 
"4 E «5. 4 4 hb 4 * 
* $ OP * 3 7% * N 142 8 1 
Sas 2 . 4 * 4494 wee A IG , . 
4 F 


Preached at WINCHESTER. 13 
of a Proſecutor, and under the Pretence of 
La but ſuch a Loſs would be very afflictive 
to Another, who labours under the Inconve- 
niences of an indigent State, and is ſcarce able 
to procure for himſelf what he ſhall eat, or 
what he ſhall drink, or wherewithal he ſhall 
be clothed. And even He who enjoys an Af- 
ffluence of the good Things of this Life for 
_ Himſelf, may ſtill find nothing ſuperfluous, when 
he conſiders that he has numerous Relatives 
and Dependents, who are to be ſupported ac- 
cording to the Character which he bears, or 
to the Station which he adorns : And therefore, 
in this Caſe, he would be injurious to Others, 
as well as to Himſelf, ſhould he unmovedly ; 
ſuffer the Extortioner to conſume what he hath : 
And ſhould he not, by all equitable and pru- 
dential Methods, provide for his own, and 
ſpecially for thoſe of his own Houſe, St. Paul 
| declares him to have denied the Faith, and ro 5 
be worſe than an Inſide k. 
He may alſo be entruſted with the Concerns 7 
of the Mido, whole Subſtance, however nar- 
row and mean, is yet very conſiderable to Her, 
and which, without ſuch a friendly and power- 
ful Advocate, might eaſily be devoured by the 
Oppreſſor. And he is always indiſpenſably 
bbliged, in Imitation of the good Providence 
of God, to help the Fatherleſs and Poor 
: unto their "Ow t, and, as s far as his Abilitics = 


”» in. v. 8. 


extend, 
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: extend, to take eſſectual Care, that the Man of 


the Earth, the ſordid and rapacious Worldling, 


be no more exalted againſt them“. 


And here, I hope, it will not be thought | 


improper, or unſuitable to the preſent Sub- 


ject, to apologize for the inferior Clergy of 
this Land. They are often traduced by un- 
reaſonable Men, as if they were too rigorous 
in inſiſting upon what They falſly call incon- 


7 Trifles z as if they were too tenacious 
of the Patrimony of the Church, and too con- 
tentious when they are deprived -of the leaſt 
Portion thereof; And their Appeals to the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate, in Vindication of their Rights, 
are frequently repreſented as unbecoming the 
Sanctity of their Profeſſion, and prejudicial to 
the Intereſts of Religion. But do T hey who 
make theſe Objections, really believe Them- 
ſelves? Do they not know, that to yield up 
any Part of the ſmall Revenues, e the . 
Providence of God, and the Wildom che 
Legiſlature, have Rill continued to the Clergy, 
might at length be, in Effect, to ſurrender 
them all? that Caſtom or Exemption might 
afterwards be pleaded, for ſtill further En- 
croachments upon their peculiar Inheritance, 
till by little and little it would be entirely 
_ {ſwallowed up? that to ſuffer ſuch ſacrilegious 
Iznxvaſions upon it, would be an irreparable Inju- 
bo Ty to their Succeſſors, as well as an imme - 


Elina. 20. „ 
N 1 
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diate Damage to Themſelves and their Fami- 
lies? and that they are but UſufrutFuari, that 
they are but entruſted with thoſe Rights, for 
the Benefit of the Church in all future Gene- 
rations, and for the Honour of the great Foun- 
der of it, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? And there- 
fore, the Pretences of thoſe Men, how ſpeci. 


ous ſoever, muſt proceed from an immoderate 


Love of Themſelves, and of the Things of ; 


this World; and at the fame time from an In- 


difference at leaſt, if not from a total Diſregard 
to Chriſtianity : and conſequently, from an inſo- 
lent Contempt of the Preachers thereof; of whom 
our bleſſed Saviour thus expreſſly declares, He 

that recerveth Jou, recerveth Me * and H. = 


that deſpiſeth Tou, deſpiſeth Me 1. 


But upon all ſuch Occaſions it muſt be ac- 

| knowledged, that thoſe excellent Virtues of 
Peaceableneſs and Charity, as well as of Fuſtice 
and Integrity, it is ſtill more eſpecially incum- 
bent upon the Miniſters of the Goſpel of Peace, 
both by their Diſcourſes to ora ns ; 


; by their Ranges to adorn, 


Having thus b d, How far a vindica- 
tion of their Properties, by having recourſe to 
publick Judicatures, is allowable amongſt Chri- 


ſtians; 1 proceed now to ſhew, 


III. In what particular reſpects ſuch a Vin- 5 
dication of their — 5 een; to = 


the 
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the Principles of their holy Religion, diſal- 
owable and ſinful, 


It is the obvious Rule of our Conduct, as in 
all the various Occurrences of a Social Life, ſo 


particularly in the Caſe before us, That what- 


ſoever We would that Men ſhould do unto 


Us, even ſo ſhould We, in the like Circum- 


ſtances, do og T. bow ®.. This is the mani- 


feſt Dictate of undepraved Reaſon, as well as 
the aweful Voice of the Law, of thoſe Sta- 
tutes and Ordinances which God gave to his 
peculiar People the Jeus, and of the genuine 
| Interpretations of them, which he deliver'd by 
his Meſſengers, the Prophets. And this Rule 
is ſtill more ſtrongly recommended and en- 
forced by the Authority of our bleſſed Saviour, 
and by Virtue of that new Commandment 8 
which he hath inculcated in the Goſpel, That 
as He loved Us, ſo ſhould We love one ano. 
ther . And yet ſuch is the unhappy Biaſs 
of Men's corrupt Inclinations, that they are 


frequently diſpoſed, inſtead of loving, to take 
all Occaſions of moleſting one another; and 


Whilſt they offend againſt this equitable Rule, 

| to tranſgreſs alſo the Precept of my Text, by 
proceeding one againſt another in a judicial = 
Way, in order to gratify either a covetous, 
=_ litigious, or elſe, finally, a revenge- 
= fa — It is — if not . 5 
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in theſe three reſpects, that a Vindication of 
our Properties, by having recourſe to publick 


Judicatures, is, according to the Principles of 
our holy Religion, diſallowable and ſinful. 


And 1. Such a Vindication of our Proper- 
ties is, upon Chriſtian Principles, diſallowable 
and ſinful, when the Motive inducing us to WW 

is a covetous Temper, It is the inordinate 5 
Love of Money, which is commonly the Root, 
the diffuſive and pernicious Noot, as of other 
manifold Evils, ſo particularly of vexatious 
Proſecutions. It is this Mammon of Unrigh- 
teouſueſs, which makes Men curiouſly ob- 
ſervant of every accidental Defect in the Forms 
of Law, that thereby they may promote their 
own ſelfiſh Deſigns. It is This that incites 
them to take the utmoſt Advantage of every 
little Miſtake, which may poſſibly invalidate 
their Neighbour's Title to his Poſſeſſions, and 
be a Means of transferring them to Themſelves. 
And it is with this View of ſtill advancing 
their own ſordid Intereſts, that, truſting to the 
Superiority of their power, and to the Afflu- 
ence of their preſent Wealth, they eagerly em- 


| brace all Opportunities, under the Colour of 


Juſtice, to harraſs and oppreſs their Inferiors, 
who have no ſuch goodly —"_ e to ſupport. 

them, and whoſe Fer is not fall en in in fo air. 
a Ground. Fo 


5 * 1 l vl. 10. 
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hence it is, that the Principle of pur- 
ſuing that which is profitable, by degrees 
ſubverts and deſtroys that which is honeſt ; 
that the Notions of Equity, and the Suggeſtions 
of Conſcience, are at length abandoned; and 
that the Covetous are inſenſibly betrayed | 
from one Wickedneſs to another, till at laſt 
they will not ſcruple, when other indirect 
Means ſhall fail them, to make uſe of the 
corrupt Atteſtations of Men deſtitute of all 
Senſe of Religion, that thereby they may ſup- 
port the wrongeſt Cauſe. And herein is veri- 
fied the Obſervation of the Apoſtle, That 


they that will be rich, fall into Temptation, 


and a Snare, and into many fooliſh and hurt- 
ful Lufts, which drown Men in 6 
and Perdition 3 ; 
It is indeed difficult to the laſt degree, if 
not morally impoſſible, to love our N. eighbour 5 
as ourſelves, and to ſet no more than a due 
Value upon the good Things of this World, 


| whilſt for every pars Intereſt we are 


ready to ſue him at the Law: And it is no 
leſs difficult, when once the Deſire of Riches 
has taken a wrong Biaſs, and prompted us, 
for the Sake of filthy Lucre, to tranſgreſs the 
Bounds of Juſtice and Integrity, of Sincerity 
and Chriſtian Charity, not to 8 fill fur- 


| ther from the right Way, and to incline Br 


more to the Taths of ä 


e . 
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It is therefore of infinite Concernment to 
_ thoſe, who are thus engag d in the avaricious 
Methods of N up Wealth, betimes to re- 
call themſelves, if poſſible, from the Errour 
of their Ways, and to make immediate Reſti- 
rution and &. wy ee, according to the ut- 
 Termoft of their Powers, for the Injuries there- 
by done to their Brethren : That ſo they may 
no longer lie under the Terrour of that Vo, 
which the Prophet Habakkuk denounces againſt 
them: Mo unto him that coveteth an evil 
 Covetoufneſs to his Houſe, that he may ſet 
his N. eſe on high, that he may be delivered 
from the Power of Evil*. And again, Shall. 
not all theſe, even all the People whom he 
hath injured, take up a Parable againſt him, 
and a taunting Proverb againſt him, and 
hay, Wo to him that increaſeth that which 
is not his; how long? and to him that ladet 
5 himſelf” with thick Clay T. 5 
e 2. A Vindication of our r Properties, by 
having recourſe to 1 is, ac- 
cording to the Principles of our holy Religion, 
diſallowable and ſinful, when it is commenced 
to gratify a litigious Temper. By which 1 
underſtand, that perverſe Diſpoſition of Mind, 
_ which is vehemently bent to diſturb the Quiet 
of one's Neighbour, upon the leaſt Shadow or 


Pretence of an Injury ſuſtained. It has its Riſe , 


from that Malignity of Spirit, which our Lan- 
guage has ſignificantly Qigmatiz a * the Name 


tb. i. . . + l 6. . 
81 of 


_—_ 
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of l Nature. A Perſon of this Character takes 


a ſingular Delight in Miſchief, and makes it the 
peculiar Buſineſs and Study of his Lite, to find 


Occaſions of exerting and diſplaying his Male- 
volence. His chief Deſign is to make himſelf 
terrible, and not ſociable, to thoſe who are 
Members of the ſame Community, and profeſs 
the ſame Faith. He lays hold of every Handle, 
Which the Summum Fus, the ſtrict Letter of 


the Law, may poſſibly afford him, without any 


Regard to the candid Interpretations of a Chri- 
ſtian; and whilſt he would ſeem to redreſs 


ſome light Injuſtice, he does in reality commit 
the greateſt. 


The Beginning of Strife, 3 Solomon, 18 


as when one letteth out Mater s; "which. 
| when they have once too precipitately broke 
through their proper Mounds, may cauſe ſuch. 
an Inundation, as could not perhaps be ex- 
pected or foreſeen. And thus a litigious Tem- 


per may ſoon involve a whole Neighbourhood ; 


in irreconcilable Feuds, if not more extenſively 

communicate the Efſſects of its Guilt. It ma To 

| poſſibly produce in Societies ſuch an Habit of 
Wrangling and Contention, as may diffuſe it- 


ſelf to far diſtant Times, and pee Dif- 
ferences and Debates. 


To keep up this Spirit of Animoſity, there | 


are never wanting ſuch Incendiaries, as are 
ready to add freſh Fuel thereto, and to blow 


7 Ive: vii. 44. 


the 
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the leaſt kindling Spark into a vehement Flame 3 
ſuch as gladly become the Agents and Infſtru” 
ments for carrying on a vexatious Cauſe, and 
ſcruple not to protract it by all the unchriſtian 
Methods of Subtlety and Hypocriſy, of Trea- 
chery and Deceit ; loch as are not aſhamed 0 
accumulate to themſelves Riches, not by re 
| dreſſing Mens Rights, but by throwing them 
into Confuſion. 
It were indeed much to be wiſhed, that this 
were only an imaginary Character; that there 
were not to be found a Wretch thus baſe of 
Mind, thus devoid of Humanity, and whoſe 
Conſcience i is thus ſeared with a hot Iron: 
And yet it is as much to be ſeared, that there 
are numerous Inſtances of ſuch Men, "as are 
regardleſs of the Denunciation of God, againſt 
| thoſe who pervert the Judgment of the 


1 Stranger, the Fatherleſs, and the Widow t. 


It may perhaps, in a corrupt and degenerate” 
Age, be look'd upon as an Argument of no 
ſmall //aomn, to be thus skilful in eluding the 
good Orders which our Legiſlators have pre- 
ſcribed, for ſecuring the Tranquility and Peace 
of the Publick; to be thus expert in cauſing 
thoſe Laws, which were deſignd to aſcertain 
Mens Rights, to become the Means of per- 
1 plexing and confounding them: But if we view 
1 1 in the Light which our holy Religion afſords 
it will — to be — chat 3 


* 1 Tim. iv. „ + Deut. XxXvii, 19. 


* . „ :* which. 
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_ whicki is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh ; to be but 


the infamous Product of bitter Enuying and 
Strife; and to be widely different from the true 
Wiſdom, from that which is from above, 


which is fir/# pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
- to be entreated, full of Mercy and good 


ruits, without Partiality, and without Hy- 


uw” 


It is therefore by the Rules of this heavenly 


Wiſdom, and not by the Meaſures of worldly 
Policy, nor by the Obliquity of a litigions 


Temper, that Men ſhould regulate themſelves : 


in their Appeals to human Laws. And when- 

ever there is really a Neceſſity for having re- 

_ courſe to thoſe Laws, for preſerving or reco- 

vering what is rightfully and conſcientioufly 
their own, they ſhould throughly ſabdue that 

vicious Principle of Maleyolence and IIl-Na- 

ture, which will make their legal Proceedings, 
however juſt in Themſelves, yet in their Con- 


e to become N ſinful. 


F inally, Vindication of our Properties, by. 


having recourſe to publick Judicatures, is, ac- 
| cording to the Principles of our holy Religion, 
_ difallowable and ſinful, when it is undertaken. 


to ſatisfy a revengeful Temper. This is what 
the Words of my Text more eſpecially and 


directly Point at, as referring to that general 5 
— in the "Pang Verſe, Which re- 


* zun 17. 


lates 
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lates to this particular Inſtance of our Proper- 
ties being invaded, as well as to thoſe of our 
Perſons being aſſaulted, or our Reputations 
blemiſhed ; in all which Caſes we are equally 
forbidden, avlgmwai 7s Tornpy, to render to the 
_ evil or injygious Aggreſſor, according to the 
Evil which he hath done us; and that, be- 
cauſe ſuch a Retaliation, ſuch a Retortion of 
Injuries received, muſt neceſlarily proceed from 
a Spirit of Revenge, which is utterly incon- 
ſiſtent with that Humility and Meekneſs, with 
that Mercy and Peareableneſs, which our bleſ— 
ſed Lord had before recommended, as the 
diſtinguiſhing Excellencies of our Chriſtian 
Foes. . 
And in this the Iitigious differs from the 
revengeful Perſon, as conſider d in the Caſe be- 
ſore us: The former is always ftidious, upon 
little or no Occaſions, to find a Pretext for . 


vexatious Lawſuits; the /atter is already pro- 
voked by ſome conſiderable Damage, either 


real or ſuppoſed, which has been brought upon 
him by an unjuſt Proſecution, and is therefore 
obſtinately reſolved to repair it, if poſſible, by 
the like Methods of Injuſtice. The former 18 


generally, at the Beginning at leaſt, more cau- 


tious and deliberate, and more diſguis'd in his 
Machinations of | Miſchief 3 the latter is more 
turbulent and tumultuous, and more apt to 
glory in his Shame. he former is as the 


55 1 Phil, iii. 19. 
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Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs F the 
latter is as the Sickneſs that een in the 
Noon-Day *. 
To be thus violent in returning the Tyjurics, 
which the Revengeful may poſſibly have ſu- 
ſtained, he looks upon as the ſure Indication 
of a true Magnanimity ; and with a Chriſtian 
Patience to paſs them by, he eſteems as the 
certain Argument of a mean and groveling Soul: 
Iho' the wiſeſt of Men aſſures him, that He 
that is flow to Wrath, is better than the 
Mighty, and he that ruleth his Spirit, than 
he that taketh a City ; And tho' God him- 
elf thus ſolemnly ris Vengeance is mine 3 
0 I will repay, ſaith the 8 : 
When therefore he avengeth himſelf, not 
only by way of private Retaliation, which 5 
utterly unlawful, but alſo by proſecuting his 
malicious Adverſary, even in his Appeals to the 


publick Magiſtrate, after the like injurious _ 
Manner; when he thus aſſumes to himſelf a 


Right of puniſhing Men, as it ſeemeth good to 
him in his own Eyes; he invades the Prero- 
gative of that God, 70 whom Vengeance belong- 
eth; of that God, who repreſents himſelf as 
a jealous God ++, of that God, who will one 
Day, notwithſtanding the artificial Colourings 


Which ſhall have varniſn'd an unrighteous 


. Cauſe, make a full Diſcrimination between the | 
Juſt and the FOE: - e 


105 , xci. * + Prov. XVI. 32. +4 Roy, xii, 19. | 
=" "TM Pſalm x xciv. 1 6 Exod, XX. Fe | „„ 
| And 
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And yet, even in This World, the Eſſects 
of God's Vengeance continually threaten the 
Revengeful, when it is his utmoſt» Ambition to 
do his offending Brother all the Inuries, which 
under the ſpecious Pretence of Law he can 


poſſibly infli& upon him; when, to ſatiate the 
KRancour of his Heart, he will heſitate at no 


Irregular Means which may. compaſs his Over- 


throw; and when, for this End, he, (ſtill more 

reſolutely, than 1s uſual in the two preceding 

| Inſtances, of a covetous, and of a litigious 
'Temper,) has recourſe to Subornation of Wit- 
neſſes, and to direct Perjury. But this indeed 


is the Way to draw down the judgments of 


God, not only upon particular Perſons, but 
upon that Nation in general, which is fre- 
quently polluted by ſuch enormous Guilt. For 
thus faith the Lord concerning his People 
Ifrael, The Lord hath a Controverſy with 
the Inhabitants of the Land, becauſe there 
is. no Truth, nor Mercy: By Swearing and © 
Lying. they break out : Therefore ſhall the 
Land mourn, and every one that dwelleth | 
 therem Joe nis. 


5 And now, if ſuch be the Miſchieſs which 
may poſlibly accrue to Society, from an ava- 
ricious, from a contentions, or from an impla- - 
cable Temper ; how joyſully may a Nation or 
one congratulate chemlel ves, when, they lee 


| * Hoſea i iv, 1 3. 
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ſuch Magiſtrates preſiding over the Adminiſtra- 
tions of Juſtice, as Moſes was commanded to 
provide for the Iſraelites, able Men, ſuch as 
fear God, Men of Truth, hating Coverouſe : 
neſßß ? ſuch as will effectually diſcountenance 
the Proceedings of the Wrong-Doer, and afford 
all proper Relief and Encouragement to the 
Injur'd and Oppreſs d? ſuch as can ſay with 
the perſect and upright Job, + I put on Righ- 
; teouſneſs, and it clothed me; my judgment 
was as a Robe, and a Diadem: I was a Fa- 
ther to the Poor, and the Cauſe which I knew 
not, 1 ſearched out : I brake the Faws of the 


: N and e the out ef his 
Teeth? 


= To. conclude, Let thoſe who are juſtly at : 
= n engag'd in a legal Vindication of 
| - their Properties, conſider how ſtrictly they are 
1; bbliged, to carry it on by peaceable and equi- 
table Methods; and whilſt they are either Pro- 
ſecutors or Defendents, let them ſtill remem-. | 
ber that they are Chriſtians. Let the Cove. 
tous, the Litigious, and the Revengeful, ſeri= | 
ouſly reflect, that tho human Laws may poſ- 
: ſibiy be abus d or eluded, yet + all Things are 
naled, and opened, unto the Eyes of that 
God, with whom they have to do; that his 
demporal Judgments are particularly denounc'd 
"OP — the wag the 3 and the 


® Exod. xviii, 2. +36: Kxix. th, 16, 17. + Heb, iv. 13. 


Un- 
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Unmerciful, and will ſeyerely puniſh the Wrongs 
they have done, either in Themſelves, or in 
their Poſterities, even in the Children "which 
are yet unborn; however, that ſtifl there is a 
Day, a deciſive Day, in which he will * ren- 
der unto every Man according to his Deeds : 


To them who by patient Continuance in 


ell- doing, in the PraQtice of thoſe Chriſtian 


Graces of Benignity, Brotherly-Kindneſs, and 


Forgiveneſs of Injuries, ſeek for Glory, an 2 
Honour, and Immortality; eternal Life: But 


unto them that are uncharitable, contentious, 


and malicious, unto them that do not obey the 

Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs; Indignation 

—_ Wrath ; Tribulation and Anguiſh i 
* Soul of Man that aoeth Evil. 


From which tremendous Judgment G rot : 
his infinite Mercy deliver us all, for the 


SGasaake of his well-beloyed Son * eſus Chriſt, 
to whom, with the Holy Ghoſt, Three 

Perſons, and One God, be aſcribed, as is 

moſt due, all Honour and Praiſe, Might, 5 


Majeſty and Dominion, both now and for 
eyer. Amen. 


28 Rom. ii. 6, & t 
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Do Fddes's Body of Diviniry. 2 vol. £42 
Monſ. Baſnages Hiſtory o the Fews RY 

ba 
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Tne Works of the learned Hooker + wud 
Seideni Opera omnia. 6 vol. — 


Mr. Fames's Theory and PraGiice of Gardening, 28 


with 38 Plans finely engrav'd, 2d Edit. 4to. 


Oratio in Martyrium Regis Car. I. 4 Gulielmo Crowe HR 


Rev. Mr. Laurence of Fruit-Gardening, 890. 


Mr. Gardiner's Expoſition of our Saviour's Sermon 


A Defence of the Hebrew Bible, (from which our) 


| By. Williams's 12 Sermons at Boyle's Lecture 
Mr. Canon Goddard's 6 Sermonss — 
Dr. Tilly's 16 Sermons at St. Mary's, Oxon. 
e Daniel's Paraphraſe on the Pſalms 
_ Flato's Dialogues of the Immortality of the Soul 
| Cockburn l the intermediate State of 


0 
0 
Mr. Gardiner 's two remirkithle Prophecies 2 
Dr. Biſhop's Sermon on the Trinity. — 0 
o 


His Abridg. of Bp. Pearſon on the Creed 


Engliſh Bible is tranſlated) in anſwer to the 
Charge of Corruption brought againſt it by 
Mr. Whiſton, in his Eſſay towards reſtoring the 
true Text of the ON Teflament, &c. By Dr. 
| Carpzov, Tranſlated by Moſes Marcus. = 


5 Seneca s Morals. - By Sir Roger 6  Eftrange. The | A 


12th Edition — 


Proteſtants —— — 


Mr. Cbillingæorths Judgment of the Religion of fo 


| Roman Catholick Syſtem of Allegiance — 


The Lives of the Popes — 60 
La Placete on Death. 2 vol. — 2 
Dr. Fades on the Sacrament. — 8 


Penitential Meditations on the Lord s Ae Fa 


By Dr. Trapp. 3 — — 


Private Prayers for Morning and nie 


12. per Hundred 


5 Sanderſon de Obligatione Costcientis — 


"Dy; Tillys Four Offices of Devotion.  — 'o _ 
0 


Dnupin'o Hiſtory of the Church. 4 vol. 
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